Indulgence and Intellect
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19 /14 1. yx-bx) nwn-bx — To Moses and to Aaron. Symboli-
cally, the “Cow” came to atone for the sin of the Golden

PARASHAS CHUKAS

ASHEM spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying: 2 This is the decree of the Torah, which

“Calf,” as if to say let the mother come and clean up the mess

left by her child. If so, this explains why the commandment
Lwas directed to Aaron, the one who made the Calf.

Many other aspects of the service also allude to the idea

HAsHEM has commanded, saying: Speak to the Children of Israel, and they shall take to gotlzd .630;';3,[ thatl the Reéi Cﬁwhatonid lfor the sin <;f the
you a completely red cow, which is without blemish, and upon which a yoke has not come olden Calf. Its color is red, which symbolizes sin (see [saiah

3 You shall give it to Elazar the Kohen; he shall take it to the outside of the camp and someont

1:18); it was not ever to have borne a yoke, to symbolize a
sinner, who cast off God's yoke from himself; and it was

shall slaughter it in his presence. 4 Elazar the Kohen shall take some of its blood with his ?:"{?ef.;’; J":ist as Aaron had cast gold into a fire to produce the
forefinger, and sprinkle some of its blood toward the Tent of Meeting seven times. 3 Someone alf (Exodus 32:20). The ritual involves the use of cedar-

shall burn the cow before his eyes — its hide, and its flesh, and its blood, with its dung, shal
he burn. ® The Kohen shall take cedarwood, hyssop, and crimson thread, and he shall throw

them into the burning of the cow.

s

wood, hyssop, and a thread dyed with the blood of a worm (v.
6), a combination that signifies sin and repentance: a sinner

has been haughty like a lofty cedar tree, and in order to gain
atonement he must humble himself like a blade of hyssop
grass and a lowly worm (see Leviticus 14:4). Just as the sin of

THE CALL OF THE TORAH the Golden Calf has never been completely forgiven (see
3 R — Exodus 32:34), the ashes of the Red Cow were preserved
The Midrash also notes the peculiar fact that all sacrifices involve male (ARas'" tov. 22 citing R’ Moshe HaDarshan).

animals except for the parah adumah. The answer is given in the form of a
parable: when a servant’s child dirtied the king’s palace, the king called his

mother to clean up the mess. Thus, Hashem says, let the pargh gdumah come
apd atone for the Sin of the Golden Calf.

The above Midrash may be explained symbolically as follows: When Israel
was at Mount Sinai, they were in'so holy an atmosphere that death came to them

only through a Divine kiss (Eruvin 54a). Ramban teaches that the bodies of those "

who die in this exalted way do not become contaminated. But as a result of the

Sin of the Golden Calf, men began to die a natural death, It was only then that’

the procedure of the parah adumah became necessary to purify those who had
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become contaminated through contact with a dead body (Klei Yakar).
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The Art of Jewish Prayer § ) e~

Why There Is Death in the World

There is a Jewish principle that every punishment in this
world is meant to rectify something. Punishment is designed
to be a productive process. We can understand why the process
of death and resurrection needs to take place by examining the
first instance of death recorded in the Torah.

Death was first decreed upon Adam after he sinned in the
Garden of Eden. After Adam ate of the fruit that God forbade
him to eat, God told him that he would no longer be able to
live forever but would have to die. On the surface, this might
appear as God’s way of slapping Adam in the face. In reality,
this was not the case.

Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzzatto explains why death became
necessary at that time.* He says that God’s intention in creat-
ing man and woman with a body and soul wa 1
should elevate itself, as well as the body, during their joifit
sojourn on earth. Through this process, the body would receive
soul-like properties. This meant that just as the soul has no
physical limitations and cannot die, so would the body become
immortal. This would happen only if the person allowed the
soul to control the body.

* We can_create_a wall between the body and soul and see
them as two different entities, with our soul being for ‘spiritual
pursuits and our bodies for physical ones. If we do this, we

Ereven the soul from totallv mfusmg the body with its spiritual | )

1 de s ; e_properties, it
Succumbs to_its physu:al limitations. When a_body is not
elevated above its physical hmltanons, death becomes an even-
tua

"The J Dumshment of death that Adam received was not exter-
nally imposed by God. Rather, it was a necessary consequence
of what Adam did to himself. He legitimized eating as a
physical activity separate from what was good for his soul by
eating something God commanded him not to eat. In so domg,
Adam made a statement that separated his body from his soul,
making it subject to mortal lumtatlons*

This is an example of how people bring punishment upon,
themselves by doing things that subject their bodies to the
limits of the physical world.

{ Luzzatto -explains that the wall between body and soul does
not make the body incapable of being affected by the soul. The
body can still be elevated, but no longer to the point where it
won'’t die. There are still many remaining levels of existence
thro ugh which the body can be elevated by the soul. Neverthe-

less, until the Messiah comes, souls will never be able to feed

into_bodies enough spiritual nourishment for the bodles to
remain eternal
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246 SABBATH SHIURIM

In_modern society, the alien worship and_insidious
influence of the environment are not as pervasive-in-the
realm of theology or philosophy as they are in the simple
cult_of matedalism, Man’s worth is assessed by the amount of
money he possesses. and his thoughts are hedonistic — how
to maximise the pleasure he can obtain from the amenities
of this world. Of course, the phenomenon is not new. [saiah
already castigated those who say_‘let us eat and drink for
tomorrow_we die.”’ The Psalmist speaks of those who build
mansions while forgetting altogether that their permanent
abode is the grave.

oy wna DAy

Their inward thought is Zkat their houses shall .con-
tinue for ever.® - :

Indeed, this was the mentality of Esau, who ate and drank

and despised the spiritual rank of the birthright.

In our age the bulk of society fits the description found

in the words of the Chovoth Ha Levavoth,
QTIE PN OO AYAASE BRMM ATMbR oA oy

they make their stomach their god, their dress their
law, and their ethic fortzflcatzon of their abode.?

%The expense and trouble to which peopie are prepared to

g0 in order to become connoisseurs of food or wine! (Their

stomach is their god). Fashion enslaves people — advertise-
ments, shop windows, magazines make this their predommant
feature (Their dress is their law.) We must keep up ‘with The
Joneses in having the most modem house, the most up-to-
date_appliances_and luxurious furniture (Their ethic is the
fortification of their abodes.) The dynamic technological
society directs the bulk of human- endeavour to constant
improvement in _the material standard of living, Man’s
personal ambition is to attain wealth and use it for his pleasure

" This_is_the guiding grmcngle of modern economlcs Wthh has
become a whole science on its ow,n* .
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. 186 [ RABB! FRAND IN PRINT

/ If one wants to understand anything in the Torah at its most

fundamental level, one has to look at the first place that partic-
ular subject is mentioned in the Torah. The first test of affluence

mentioned in the Torah is in connection wnth the departure of

bnei Yisrael (the children of Israel) from Egypt on their way to
Eretz Yisrael. Bnei Yisrael were commanded to go to their
Egyptian neighbors and ask them for all their vessels of silver
and gold in fulfillment of the promise Hashem my s
earlier to Avraham that his offspriné would leave bondage with
great wealth.

- -

The Torah uses a surprising terminology when describing this
command: Bnei Yisrael are told that they should “borrow” these

vessels from their Egyptian nelghbors This language is difficult
to understand. The Jewish people had no intention of returning
to Egypt; they weren't borrowmg these vessels, they were tak-

ing them. So why does the Torah command them to “borrow”'>|

'The Gerrer Rebbe answered that the borrowing was not from
the Egyptlans — as far as they were concerned all the gold and
silver was beipgztakep permanently, as payment. The borrow-

ing was from Hashem. At the very moment that Kial Yisrael/J\‘
N 1

‘obtained great wealth for the first time, Hashem stressed that
Xtheir money did not belong to them. All that wealth was bor-
rowed from Hashem, to whom all gold and silver ultimately

belongs. -,

' The message that all we possess belongs to Hashem is reit-
erated in numerous mitzvos in the Torah. The entire obser-
vange of shemittah, during which Jye allow the land to lie fa)-
low for an entire year, emphasizés that Hashem is the own €L,
of Eretz Yisrael and we only use the Land subject to His Will.
Similarly, we cannot sell land in Eretz Yisrael in perpetuity
because it does not belong to us; we lack sufficient ownership
of the Land to be able to sell or give it to another Jew forever.

In the Yovel (Jubilee Year), the Land returns to its original
owner. |

),SOnt?e we recognize that we are not the real owners of our
wealth our perspective is radically changed. If we really believe
that we hold the money in trust for Hashem, our first question

Ab
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By nature, a person considers the physical world to be the essence of his existens
while splntual matters are secondary. This is due to the yetzer hara, which compi
him to pursue only the pleasures of the physmal world—the here and now. §

This human shortcoming is the underpmnmg of idolatry. Those who serve ..‘
believe in spirituality, but they believe that one must clothe spiritual forces i '’
physical garments. After all, they say, the real world is the physical world. Accor‘
to this line of thinking, a person’s death will have a profound impact on those y
remain behind, as they will conclude that since his physical life has ended, he %
longer exists.

This faulty notion is the mother of all false thinking, all misconceptions.

Rav Samson Raphael Hirsch comments that this idea is the cause of ni nxmw, the

cqneerning all our wealth must be: What does Hashem want halachic contamination of a person exposed to a cadaver. When we see a corpse, w

me to do with this?!/ And when we ask ourselves that question, inevitably think, for at least a fleeting moment, that the person has ceased to exist.

it will be impossible for us to explain why Hashem wants us to We forget that the body is only a shell, a cloak for the neshamah—the soul, which is

spend $2 million on a day of extravagance.

eternal, We forget that only the body withers, and not the actual person. This faulty

e e e o B BCHA DETSON. 2N
thought is, of itself, the contaminating force that causes a person to become tamet,

)

ritually unclean.

A

As an antidote to this sinful thought, Hashém commands us to take a red cow, a

prime example of the strength of a living creature, and burn it to ashes. This is done
in order to dash the impure notion that physicality is the essence of life. These ashes,

the symbol of dashed physicality, are mixed with spring water, which symbolizes

the neshamah. The neshamah is likened to spring water in an earthenware vessel,

because in this world the earthy body holds the neshamah, just as the vessel holds
%the water. We sprinkle this mixture of water and ashes upon the contaminated

person, teaching him to distinguish between the spiritual quality of man and the

subordinate aspect of man’s existence: his physicality. The purification that he

updergoes teaches him this important concept.
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This is what Chazal mean when they say, let the mother, the burnt parah adumah
that symbolizes the false idea of physical primacy, come and clean up the child’s

mess—the faulty thinking that resulted in the Golden Calf’s creation; the avodah
zarah that is the result of a perverted mentality that a focus on physicality has

produced.
e

gﬂ 196

purify someone who had become ritually unclean as a result of
contact with a dead body. The Torah refers to this procedure as
In — a statute — a word used to describe something that defies
human logic. In this processy too, the same components that

N TN M
cleansed an impure person defile someone who was hitherto

clean! Furthermore, it was a method that was effective only for

the uncleanliness generated by a corpse but not for any other
impurity, even that of a lesser degree.

Whilst these laws seem to be inconsistent and illogical,
there is a basic perception which helps to make them more
coherent, and it relates to the origin of death in the world.
When Adam and Chavah were created they were like angels
without any evil inclination, and Hashem wanted them to live
in that blissful state forever. Adam, however, thought differ-
ently. He argued that such an existence was too simple and
unproductive. He decided, therefore, to eat from the forbidden
fruit tree, which invested him with an evil inclination from
within. By engaging this adversary in combat and overcoming
it, his life would be more worthy and rewarding.

o His intention may have been laudable, but it had one
fundamental flaw. The Almighty had told himexplicitly not to
partake of the fruit, and no human argument can ?mersede and
overturn a Divine command. Adam allowed his judgement to
overrule Hashem s directive, and this sin brought death into the _
world.
¥ How does one make amends for this form of wrongdoing
and eliminate, thereby, the effect of death, at least in part? The
answer is through the statute of the red heifer — by obeying a
Divine command that requires us to suppress our intellect in
deference to the Divine will. This is exactly the opposite of what

Adam did, and, therefore, through the procedure of the heifer,
which is to us illogical, we redress his error and diminish the
uncleanliness of death from the world.
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